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and Galley Hill 
Stony S rd Town Council (SSTC) holds Planning Comm

 once a month (4th Tuesday of each month). At these 
 the  considers the Planning Applica ons 

and consulta ons received. Both the press and public are  
welcome to  these mee ngs to discuss issues regarding 
the agenda items. Please see our website for further details: 
www.stonystra rd.gov.uk/town
commi . 
  

Whilst Parish and Town Councils are not statutory consultees, 
the views of the Town Council can be considered by the  
Planning Authority (Milton Keynes Council - MKC). 
 

How do I view a planning ap
Plans are easily accessible online using the link ://
www.milton-keynes.gov.uk/planning-and-building/planning-
apply-pay-view/view-and-comment-on-planning-applica ons/
view-and-comment-on-planning-applica s-online. However, 
if you are unable to access local plans online, please contact 
Stony rd Town Council on 01908-566726 and we will be 
able to either email you a copy of the plans or make an  
appointment for you to view plans in the office. 
 

Milton Keynes Council (MKC) Planning System 
MKC outlines its planning process as follows (for more detailed 

 visit s://www.milton-keynes.gov.uk/planning-
and-building/planning-apply-pay-view/what-is-the-planning-
process): 

 is received 
Applica on goes through the v  process 

ons are sent out internally and externally – usually 
21 days to respond 
Neighbours are 
Case Officer visits site and puts up site no ces 
A recommend  is made by the officer 

Recommenda on is approved and the decision is issued 
Following the Officers recomm n there are a number 
of paths which could be followed in order for a decision to be 
reached  
  

What are ‘valid’ reasons for objec ng to a planning            

Planning Officers have to take into account the N   
Planning Policy Framework h ps://www.gov.uk/government/
public n nning-policy-framework--2 and the 
Milton Keynes Planning policies h ps://www.milton-keynes. 
gov.uk/planning-and-building/planning-policy. They can also 
only take into account items that are relevant to the  

on. These are known as ‘material considera s.’ 
Material co  are many and very varied. Examples of 
items that can be taken into c n include; 

The number, size, layout, ng, density, design and external 
appearance of buildings 
Impact on the neighbourhood and the availability of           
infrastructure 
Proposed means of access and highways safety 
Overshadowing, overlooking and loss of privacy 
Adequate parking 
Loss of trees or ecological habitats 

 

What are NOT ‘valid’ reasons for obje g to a planning   

Examples of factors that cannot normally be considered as  
material planning consider  include: 

Loss of value to an individual property 
Loss of a private individual’s view 
Private covenants or agreements 
Private rights to light 

 

They will also consider locally adopted policies such as the 
Stony S rd Neighbourhood Plan and the Design Guide.

 

 

STONY STRATFORD TOWN COUNCIL NEWS 

Planning  in Stony  Update 
Applic n Ref Address and Descrip on SSTC MKC Date 
20/01039/FUL 8 Horsefair Green: Erec on of a mber structure in tradi onal style, to form a single 

storey open car port of two bays with a small garden store, proposed use as an on-site, 
off-street parking with provision for electric car charging (Resubmission of 20/00792/
FUL) 

No Comment Perm ed 30/06/2020 

20/01049/TCA Church of St Mary & St Giles High Street: No fica on of inten on to - Yews. 
462,465,466 and 467 Reduce Height to just below adjacent gu ering level. 

No comment No  
obje  

10/06/2020 

20/01064/FUL 18, Ryeland: Single Storey Front Extension. No comment Perm ed 16/06/2020 
20/01085/FUL 16 Jubilee Terrace: Proposed conversion of house into 2 one bedroom flats 

(Retrospec ve) 
Obje  Perm ed 30/06/2020 

20/01125/FUL 47 Malvern Drive, FS: 2 storey side extension and rear extension plus increasing roof 
pitch 

Obje  With-
drawn 

24/06/2020 

20/01096/TCA 34 Horsefair Green: Listed building consent for the rear extension into garden area of 
33 and 34 Horsefair Green comprising a garden room and u ity room for use by 34 
Horsefair Green. 

Obje  Perm ed 06/07/2020 

*
*
*

*
*
*

*
*

*

*

*
*
*
*

*
*
*
*
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Covid-19  
As you will be aware, SSTC has 
been assisting by administering 
the database of volunteers and 
delivering parcels where          
necessary. A huge thank you to 
all the volunteers and key 
workers who have worked through the continuing pandemic. 
  

New Councillor 
The Town Council are delighted to welcome Tom Welch, who 
was co-opted to the Council in July. A word from Cllr Welch: “I 
moved to Stony Stratford parish with my family 25 years ago 
and have remained, apart from periods away for study, ever 
since. I think it's a magnificent town and have loved watching it  
develop. I am now thrilled to be bringing up my young family 
here. I have always had a huge sense of civic duty— I was a 
school governor in the parish and remain one at another local 
school — and would love to be part of the team looking out for 
our community during these very challenging times”. 
 

New Environment and Planning Officer 
Welcome to our new Environment and Planning Officer,  
Ummara Qureshi.   
 

MKC Emergency, Temporary Measures on High Street to widen 
footpath  
As you will be aware, the Town Council requested that MKC         
removed the red and white barriers and that a semi-permanent 
extension of the pavement would be preferable to the current 
barriers, together with re-instatement of one of the disabled 
parking bays. This has now been done. There were concerns 
expressed about the lack of consultation on the subject. As the 
Principal Authority with responsibility for Highways and Public 
Health, it is clear that Milton Keynes Council had to do 
‘something’ and the Town Council agreed that the temporary 
kerbing extension was the ‘least worst’ of the options. MKC has 
considered the Town Council and Business Associations’        
legitimate concerns throughout with meetings and exchanges of 
correspondence. This demonstrates that some consultation took 
place with key stakeholders, however MKC fully accepts that this 
has been limited given that we are in a pandemic and they have 
been working to swift timescales set by Government. 
 

5-7 Church Street   
- We have received confirmation that the application for a loan 
of £200K from the Public Works Loan Board (administered by 
the Ministry of Housing Communities and Local Government 

(MHCLG).  Thank you to all those who completed the              
consultation documents. 
- The tender process was completed on 21st August.               
Unfortunately, the quotations were in excess of the budget. The 
specification will reduce and it is likely to be re-tendered. The 
Working Group are meeting at the beginning of September to 
discuss next steps. Please see website for updates: www.stony 
stratford.gov.uk/about-us/redevelopment-of-5-7-church-street. 
  

Inconsiderate parking outside schools  
At a recent TVP Community Forum meeting a large number of 
people have expressed concerns regarding parking issues and 
traffic management at local schools. Whilst this appears to be a 
general trend across the whole of MK, we are sure that some 
schools are dealing with these issues better than others and that 
all could learn from each others’ experiences. Once the current 
pandemic has ceased, SSTC has agreed to organise a meeting 
with local schools and ask MKC to do the same boroughwide to 
see what might be done with respect to parking problems at all 
schools in the MK area and share best practice. 
 

Misuse of Blue Badge Parking Spaces  
Council is aware that this is a boroughwide problem and we are 
petitioning MKC to seek stronger measures from Government.   
 

What are the rules about Blue Badge Parking Spaces? 
The badge should be left face up so that the Civil Enforcement 
Officer can see the serial number, the issuing authority and the 
expiry date. Your photograph should be kept hidden. Disabled 
drivers may also park in Time Restricted bays for an unlimited 
period of time, and on Double Yellow Lines for up to 3 hours 
(you must set the clock on your badge to show the time you 
arrived). 
 

Misuse of the Blue Badge Scheme 
The following examples are considered as misuse of a Blue 
Badge i) use of a badge that is no longer valid; ii) use of a valid 
badge by a person who is not the named badge holder, with or 
without the badge holder’s knowledge or permission; and        
iii) use of a badge that has been reported lost or stolen. 
 

Milton Keynes Council enforces proper use of Blue Badges. If a 
badge is found to be being misused it can, in certain               
circumstances, be withdrawn and the individual can be fined. If 
you have any queries or wish to report misuse, please contact: 
Blue Badge Scheme - Telephone: 01908 253449, or email:   
bluebadge@milton-keynes.gov.uk.  

 20/01117/TCA Calverton Lodge, 38 Horsefair Green: Notification of intention to - T1 Lawson Cypress - 
Remove 1 no. branch to main stem N/E crown at 3.5m from ground level 

No comment No  
objections 

19/06/2020 

20/01200/
FULR3 

Fullers Slade Local Park, Weavers Hill, FS: Planning permission for a 12 month period 
for a temporary portacabin, and associated works, to facilitate Milton Keynes Council 
community engagement events during the plan making process for the Fullers Slade 
Regeneration Project. 

No comment Permitted 14/07/2020 

20/01239/FUL 8, Tudor Gardens: Single storey rear extension and render rear / part of side elevations 
(re-submission of 19/01533/FUL) 

No comment Permitted 22/07/2020 

Did you know? 14 Wolverton Road used to be the Scala Cinema, 
a 600-seater cinema. It closed suddenly on 22nd January 1961.  
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Results of Youth Consultation 
Thank you so much to all those who participated in the Youth 
Consultation. As a result of the consultation, Council will be  
formulating an Action Plan, progress on this has been delayed 
due to the Covid-19 Pandemic. The results of the consultation 
may be found on our website under News.  
 

Summer play sessions: a little different this year 
Due to social distancing restrictions, plans for play and sports 
sessions were a little different this summer; MK Dons             
temporarily suspended their parish sports sessions, but the 
Town Council were very pleased to be able to host summer  
sessions by the Milton Keynes Play Association, albeit in a   
different format. The staff at MKPA worked hard to plan, create 
and manage safe, socially distanced themed play activities and it 
was a great success! The Risky Play and Messy Play themes were 
particularly popular. We know things were different this year, 
such as the requirement to pre-book slots with MKPA online 
beforehand; but we do hope everybody who took part in the 
play activities had a lovely time.  

Chase the Miles for Jason 
There was excitement at the July Farmers Market this summer: 
it was the finishing point for an amazing round-Britain charity  
relay event completed in just four weeks! The event aimed to 

raise funds for a special bike for local parishioner Jason, who has 
quadriplegic cerebral palsy. After shielding inside for three 
months, Jason’s wish was to go outside on a bike ride with his 
family. Funds for a specially adapted trailer were kindly donated 
by The Piers Harrington Foundation, and Heritage Masonry 
(C.P.J Field) of Bletchley took up the challenge of raising money 
for the bike. So, friends, family and colleagues walked, ran and 
cycled in a relay around Britain throughout July, ending at the 
Stony Stratford Farmers Market. The Town Council and the 
Farmers Market were very proud to provide an 'end of the road' 
welcome, and extremely pleased to know that the fund-raising 
was successful! Well done everyone!  

The Farmers Market 
The Farmers Market continues to take place 
on the last Friday of every month. Come and 
find wonderful locally produced, sourced or 
homemade essentials and luxuries. Stall 
holders are mindful of current social-

distancing and hygiene guidelines: stalls are spaced out to allow 
for safe movement around the market and hand sanitiser is 
available. The next market dates are: 30th October and 27th 
November. We also hope to hold our festive Christmas market 
on Christmas Eve, with seasonal goodies, activities and fun. 
Many products will be available to pre-order, so you can just  
collect them on the day. Please watch our Facebook page for 
updates. If you would like to have a stall at the Farmers  
Market please fill in the form on the Town Council website, or 
email the Market Manager: debbiesfood@outlook.com. 
 

Litter and Dog Bins  
There has been a huge increase in litter across the parish during 
the pandemic. This has led to increased reporting to MKC (most 
litter bins are their responsibility). Our contractors have been 
working very hard to collect all the additional rubbish from the 
SSTC owned litter bins. If the litter or dog bins are full, please 
take your rubbish home with you or find another litter bin that 
isn’t full. Please don’t just leave it next to the bin as this is 
classed as fly tipping.  
 

Apple Day cancelled 
Due to current Covid 19 restrictions the Town Council has taken 
the difficult decision to cancel Apple Day this year. Whilst we 
understand this is a disappointment it does give parishioners an 
extra year to come up with an amazing recipe for the apple  
turnover competition at Apple Day 2021. Also, some further 
good news: the flypast has already been booked for The Big 
Lunch in June 2021! 
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As we all cautiously tried to understand how Lockdown was  
going to effect us, we all made promises to ourselves that we 
would use this precious time to improve our lives and mental 
well-being. It was enriching to hear friends discuss plans to take 
a new on-line course; learn to knit; clear the cupboard under the 
stairs; take up running and many other ways to encourage 
healthy, positive lifestyles. 
 
So during a Monday evening virtual cocktail party where we 
were exchanging ideas as to how to live within the new  
restrictions, I just thought how surreal this situation was. I  
suggested that I came and photographed my friends the next 
day with the rest of their household, complete with slippers, 
overgrown hair and ‘leisure wear’, clutching whatever project 
was keeping them sane from the safety of their front door. 
 
The idea of a social photo documentary of this crazy time  
appealed to us all.  
 
The next day, I photographed 4 friend groups. A family captured 
together with a painting; model war games characters; home-
made finger puppets and piano music and the dog. Already an 
interesting start. I immediately went onto a friend who had 
gone into Lockdown with her new partner, they answered the 
door in their underclothes. Much hilarity followed and care to 
take suitable images on the doorstep! Next stop Stony’s Bard 
who was pictured with his banjo then onto a music teacher who 
sat on her doorstep playing the harp! 
 
This was just the first day. From here on in the project just burst 
into life and for the next three weeks I did 4-5 photo shoots at 
home locations a day. I have never laughed so much! Every 
household was so pleased to see someone who was interested 
in how they were doing, it made people very cheerful.  
 
Some people would positively perform when they saw the  
camera! One lovely family fought to get out of the front door, 
then had a tug of war fight over loo rolls whilst one son did  
somersaults on a trampoline with mother and daughter looking 
on clutching full gin glasses. There was no shortage of  
imagination. 

Every picture tells a story about members of our local  
community. One glorious lady took style and fashion to another 
level and would dress-up to take out the bins. When I saw her, 
she was wearing a pillow tied around her waist and sporting 

pink matching accessories. Many people had been gardening; 
walking dogs; running and working from home. My daughter 
worked to complete her Music Performance MA from home 
using Zoom for lessons, along with many other students.   

Local heroes were featured too. I captured shop-workers still 
trading during Lockdown, met some marvellous carers, a local 
farmer, a catering company who had diversified and were now 
delivering groceries to vulnerable homes, chatted with the bin 
men and our street cleaner; the Stony in Bloom team looking 
after plants and delivering vegetables and sunflower plants  
locally. All essential workers and heroes in my eyes, determined 
to help their community in any way they could. 
 
The project caught the attention of Living Archive and has now 
been included in their collection of interviews and research as a 
resource and will appear in a future exhibition. 
 
There is now a website gallery where all these images can be 
seen. Prints, posters and books of the images can be purchased 
via the website: katedaviesdesign.co.uk/lockdownproject. A 
percentage of sales go to Branch Out MK, a not-for-profit  
organisation in Stony who supplied bunches of flowers for key 
workers. 
 
I would like to thank all the wonderful people who have taken 
part in this project, it has been an absolute blast and I wish you 
all every joy and peace for the future. 
 
Kate Davies 

The Lockdown Photo Project by Kate Davies 
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York House - Your Local Community Centre 

York House Centre – Post-Covid 
York House Centre has been closed during the Covid-19 lock-
down but the good news is that we are taking first, tentative 
steps to re-open, with safety and hygiene measures in place. 
Our priority is to help those of our regular groups who provide 
essential services for the care of vulnerable adults and young 
people. During July and August, therefore, we have only allowed 
very limited access to York House. 
 

How quickly we move to “normal” business after that will  
depend on government rules and guidelines. At present, events 
like live performance, private parties, bouncy castles (even out-
doors) are prohibited. 
 

It is a frustrating and somewhat stressful time for us all, but we 
will do everything we can to see a return of the town’s thriving 
community centre with health and recreational activities, arts 
and crafts pursuits, youth and children’s groups, and, of course, 
our programme of music, drama, comedy and pantomime 
shows. 
 

We ARE taking some bookings for the future. For the moment 
contact is only via email at admin@york-house-centre.co.uk.  
Keep an eye on our website at www.york-house.org.uk for news 
of developments and events. Meanwhile, thank you from all 
York House trustees and staff for your continued support. We 
will be back! 
 

Farewell Fiona 
After serving seventeen years of hard labour at York House  
Centre, Fiona Trinder is now a free woman! 
 

During that time, the dedicated and hard-working Fiona has 
seen York House grow from a popular, but sometimes financially 
struggling and frequently physically crumbling, focal point for 
Stony youth clubs and other community activities, into a major 
asset to the town and surrounding areas. 

Her efficient, knowledgeable and 
sympathetic approach has made her 
popular with all manner of people in 
the town, and it is largely due to her 
that York House is a booming centre 
for just about any youth, arts, health 
and social activity you can think of. 
 

In addition to her many duties  
ensuring the continuing and  
increasing popularity of the Centre, 
Fiona has also been a major,  
volunteering, power behind Stony’s 
splendid annual Lantern Project and  
Parade, the immensely popular Arts for All family arts and crafts 
day, successful coffee mornings and other fund-raising social 
events, and has often been seen dispensing the good stuff from 
the bar at music and comedy shows. 

So to the future. Fiona has now joined the teaching profession 
and … er .. well.. lucky them, is what we, the trustees and staff 
at York House, say. 

As the sun beats 
down, I can’t believe 
I’m asking you to turn 
your attention to   
Lantern Making! The 
Stony Stratford  
Lantern Project gang 
are keen to organise 
some kind of lantern-
making experience for 
our community this 
year, but we haven’t 
confirmed a way  
forward yet. We  

already know that the project won’t run in its usual format as 
Stony Stratford Business Association and the CLASS Committee 
have confirmed that there will be no Switch-On Day event this 
year, and the traditional workshops at York House won’t be  
possible due to the Covid-19 Pandemic. 
 

It is likely that we will sell ‘Lantern Kits’ for everyone to make 
their lanterns at home, but at this point we haven’t been able to 
come to a decision about holding some kind of ‘Lantern 

Event’ (any event will be socially distanced and adhere to  
Government Guidelines, of course). Please join our Facebook 
Group – Stony Stratford Lantern Project – for the latest 
information on how the project will go ahead: https://
www.facebook.com/groups/161331770478. There WILL be 
Lantern Making in 2020, just not as we know it… 
 

Fiona Trinder, Chair – Stony Stratford Lantern Project 
fionatrinder1@gmail.com 

Photo courtesy of Bob Adams 

Anyone for Lanterns? 

Christmas Lights at Stony Stratford cancelled 
With great regret, the CLASS (Christmas Lights at Stony 
Stratford) Committee would like to make the following  
announcement regarding the Stony lights Switch-On Day 2020: 
This year due to Covid 19 Stony Stratford will have only a  
minimal display of Christmas lights and we have reluctantly  
decided not to hold our annual Switch-On fun day, which means 
the street market and the dancing on the High Street as well as 
the Funfair; WatlingFest and the Switch-On stage on the Market 
Square; and the Lantern Parade will not take place. We would 
encourage people to come into town and enjoy the lights on 
display in their own way, through December. Let us hope that 
everything is back to normal for the 2021 Switch-On on Saturday 
27th November 2021! 
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          Keeping Stony Stratford Beautiful Despite Lockdown   
     Go to stonyinbloom.wixsite.com/stonyinbloom for the latest news 

Stony Stratford in Bloom’s (SSIB) main 
aims during this strange and worrying 
time of Covid has been to bring cheer to 
the town with flowers and to do what we 
can to help those hardest hit. Though the 
Regional and National Finals of the Britain 
in Bloom competition were of course 
postponed till next year, SSIB volunteers 
have been busier than ever! 
 

Sunflowers always bring a smile, and using 
sunflower seeds donated by the RHS and 
the local hardware store, Odell’s, we‘ve 
given out free seeds to children. Parents 
have told us how excited their children 
have been watching their sunflowers 
grow.  
 

Clare George had the idea it would bring 
joy to older residents confined to their 
houses if SSIB handed out sunflowers that 
SSIB volunteers themselves had sown and 
grown, and this initiative too was much 
appreciated. A number of recipients have 
sent us lovely pictures of their sunflowers 
in bloom! Meanwhile Bianca Bendig-
Ceesay, Chair of the Fullers Slade IYN, 
grew spider plants, which Eve Caddy 
potted up, and they distributed them to 
people shielding. 
 

As lockdown forced York House to close 
its doors, SSIB asked the York House  
trustees if we could use the community 
gardens to grow vegetables for the local 

Food Bank, and they agreed  
enthusiastically. With seed potatoes, 
beans, lettuce, tomato plants, courgettes, 
beetroot, spinach, and onions donated, 
SSIB volunteers have been hard at work 
(while keeping to strict social distancing!)  
weeding, planting and especially watering, 
with the result that the community plots 
and polytunnel are bursting with growing 
vegetables. Initially Bianca helped us to 
distribute the rhubarb and lettuce to  
families in need, but within a few weeks 
we were able to provide Andy and Debbie 
from the Kings Food Bank in Wolverton  
with a weekly haul of potatoes, spinach, 
lettuce, tomatoes, courgettes, rhubarb, 
apples, and soft fruit. They have been  
delighted to have so much fresh produce 
to distribute as with the crisis of the pan-
demic they are having more and more 
people in need of such deliveries of food. 
  

When we first heard about lockdown we 
in SSIB felt that one of the main ways of 
cheering up the town was to make sure 
that there would be flowers blooming in 
the planters even though there couldn’t 
be a watering contract this year. The 
Town Council pays for the contents of the 
planters and we suggested to the Town 
Clerk that it would be a good idea to go 
for a limited scheme of drought-resistant 
geraniums, which SSIB volunteers would 
be able to water themselves, and the 

Town Council was very appreciative of 
this. Pat Kyd worked out an order  
speedily, and took delivery at her house – 
and then working individually or in socially 
distanced groups, we filled all the  
planters. Many residents have told us how 
much they like the vibrant red, pink and 
white geraniums that have brightened up 
the town.  
 

When lockdown rules only allowed daily 
exercise, individual volunteers went out to 
weed the perennial beds around the town 
to make sure those weeds didn’t get out 
of hand or mowed the area they look 
after. But with the easing of restrictions 
group work parties have resumed, and we 
like to think that the perennial beds 
around the town have bloomed as  
beautifully as they normally do! Mean-
while Mary and Robin have been working 
on the wildlife area and pond at the North 
end of the High St throughout the period, 
making it ready for when children from 
Russell St can once again come back and 
enjoy the wildlife there. Soon an  
information board will be erected there.  
Since the pandemic we’ve noticed that 
this area has become very popular with 
those seeking a quiet, peaceful place for 
themselves or their families. 
 

One very positive outcome of lockdown is 
that we’ve had a number of new  
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volunteers – and with younger members 
joining. Kate Shaw and her family have 
contributed hugely to the York House  
project, and Clare George initiated the 
sunflower projects. Eillien Gallagher and 
Christine Chardwick have been regular 
volunteers at the work parties. In addi-
tion, a number of Stony residents have 
helped with watering planters near them.   
 

A novelty brought about by Covid has 
been our virtual plant sale via our Face-
book Page. Individual plants donated by 
SSIB volunteers were photographed and 
featured on Facebook, with instructions 
about growing them – and then buyers 
picked them up from my doorstep and 

posted the donation through the letter 
box. We made the fabulous sum of £500 – 
with £250 going to the Food Bank, and 
£250 to SSIB. 
 

We’ve also been scouting around the  
parish photographing lovely front gardens 
– and Clare has been putting them up on 
our Facebook page to provide a daily treat 
for our Facebook supporters. 
 

This year we didn’t feel it was fair to ask 
businesses for planter sponsorship.  
However, DW Roberts approached us to 
give us the usual planter sponsorship, and 
May Business Consulting approached us 
to offer planter sponsorship and  

sponsorship of the Exotic Library Bed – 
and we’re very grateful to them for this. 
 

Studies suggest that Covid has made many 
more people connect with nature and 
gardening. The vital importance of healthy 
outdoor activity and community  
engagement has never been more  
evident. So if any more residents would 
like to join us for health and happiness 
they’d be warmly welcomed! 
 

With this particular virus no-one really 
knows what lies ahead, but whatever  
happens, SSIB volunteers will do all they 
can to keep the town looking its very best!             
Judith Deveson, Chair, SSIB 

Children and Gardening under Lockdown 
 

Sadly, no sooner had school gardening sessions re-started at St 
Mary and St Giles School North Site after the long gap caused by 
the building programme, than they were forced to stop once 
again with the onset of Covid. This was such a shame, because 
the children were so enthusiastic about gardening. However, 
SSIB volunteers have done their best to offer some chance for 
children to taste the delights of watching things grow. 
 

Just before lockdown Stony in Bloom helped children at the Yo 
Yos Play Group at York House to sow sunflower seeds donated 
by the RHS. When the play group was no longer able to run  
because of lockdown, Kate Shaw, who runs it, nurtured the  
sunflowers that the children had sown earlier, and planted them 
in the York House Community Gardens with her three girls, 
Fleur, Eleni and Margot, where they have bloomed with a blaze 
of gold for many weeks!  

As mentioned elsewhere,  
using seeds donated by 
Odell’s and the RHS, SSIB  
distributed free sunflower 
seeds to children, advertising 
where they could be collected 
via our Facebook page.      
Parents have told us how 
much their children have   
enjoyed watching their      
sunflowers grow.  
 

The Yo Yos Playgroup has a 
bed-shaped bed at York 
House, and during lockdown 
Fleur, Eleni and Margot have 
sown lettuce there, which 

they have harvested to give to the Wolverton Food Bank.  
 

Each Thursday 
they have also 
helped Stony in 
Bloom to  
harvest the  
other vegetables 
and fruit grown 
there for Andy 
and Debbie from 
the Food Bank to 
pick up.  
 

 

 

Rare Red-belted Clearwing Moth found in Stony!   
A genuine UK rarity, found at Wolverton Rd. allotments, Stony 
Stratford: a surprising discovery.  
 

A couple of months ago, I asked members of the Milton Keynes 
Natural History if they knew of any substantial black or red  
currant bush plantings, to which I could get access. My objective 
was to use a pheromone lure to see if the moth Currant  
Clearwing was present in our area. This moth is rated ‘Rare  
category B’ in the UK. The food plant of its larvae, which feeds 
inside the stems of currant bushes without causing damage, is 
becoming scarcer, as fewer people grow currants in their  
gardens. So it was assumed the moth is becoming even rarer. 
While that may be so, it has become easier to detect. It is one of 
about a dozen ‘Clearwings’, small strange day-flying moths, 
which cannot be detected by conventional methods of moth 
trapping. However artificial lures have been developed recently 
for most of these species.   
 

I was delighted to get a message from Stony Stratford resident, 
Jenny Mercer, that the Wolverton Rd. allotments might fit the 
bill. I only live in Old Stratford (following 31 years in Stony!), so, 
on 23rd June,  I  
decided to do a  
recce to see if the 
currant bushes 
were close to the  
boundary. Having 
walked round, that 
idea seemed a non-
starter, but I       
noticed several old 
apple trees fairly 
close to the fence 
behind Queen St.  
There is another 
‘Rare category B’ Clearwing species, which favours old apple 
trees. So, without any expectation of success, I tried the lure for 
Red-belted Clearwing and, in less than a minute, 2 males  
appeared, allowing me to take a few photos, both in flight and 
at rest. A really fabulous experience.  I left the lure up for only a 
few minutes since these moths needed to find real females, not 
my little bag of tricks. So the allotment definitely has Red-belted 
Clearwings. I will try for other Clearwing species next year.  
 

Andy Harding  

 

Wildlife Corner 
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Lockdown Life: socially distant but closer than ever 
The Stony Stra ord War Memorial at 100 

On Sunday June 21st 2020, the Stony Stra ord War Memorial 
was exactly 100 years old.  
 

All over the land, a  the 1914-18 First World War, people 
were concerned about how to mark the deaths that had  
occurred within their communi es. Village halls were  
constructed, public gardens laid out and war memorials erected 
to honour those who gave their lives for their country and as a 
reminder of the human cost of war. The war memorial in Stony 

d was unveiled by Lord  on Monday 21st June 
1920 at 7pm. It stands 18 feet high, is made from Do g stone 
and bears the in n ‘To the Glory of god, in grateful 
memory of those of this town who fell in the Great War, 1914-18’.  
 

Photographs from the me show the extensive crowd that was 
assembled. According to the report in the Northampton  
Mercury, the Stony  Girl Guides formed a semi-circle 
around the memorial and on either side and in front, the towns-
people, members of councils and Boy Scouts cons tuted the 
watching crowd. Seats were provided for re  of the dead 
and for wounded soldiers. During the proceedings, wreaths 
were laid, the last post sounded, prayers were said and hymns 
were sung, accompanied by the Stony Stra ord Prize Band. 
 

On 21st June 2020, we could not, alas, replicate an event with 
such a crowd. However, a co  booklet was  
produced, copies of which have been available around the town. 
A very low-key informal event took place at the memorial 
(complying with regu  at the e) and was filmed. The 
film can be viewed on the Stony Stra ord Theatre Society (SSTS) 
You Tube Channel. Parts of the booklet are included in the film, 
a full pdf version can be obtained by e-mailing 

ernet.com. To mark the occasion, the 2020 
Bard of Stony S rd, Andrew Powell, composed a poem, 
also included in the booklet.   

The story of the memorial’s place in the life of Stony con nues 
to be told. As recently as 2018, ‘Men Not Names’ was published, 
detailing the backgrounds to the names listed on the memorial. 
In this book are the backgrounds of the men listed: including 
their links with Stony rd, their war service and the  
circumstances of their deaths which are many and varied. Some 
residents of Stony with rela ves named on the memorial were 
present on 21st June 2020 to hear extracts from ‘Men Not 
Names’. The event and the booklet were put together by the 
SSTS and the Horsefair Green Gardening Group. Full credits are 
in the booklet and on the film. The event closed with a quote 
from Edmund Blunden, a survivor of the First World War. 

 

What out of all this abides  so long? …. Perhaps what goes 
on is the memory of anonymous heroes, who personally had 
nothing to hope for and who had nothing ‘p  to say and 
went on day a  day with a countenance of invincibility, not 
notably referring to any known enemy, just facing whatever 
gods may be.  

 

It is those anonymous heroes whose deaths are marked by the 
Stony rd War Memorial. 

 

Liz Gifford  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
Notes: The Last Post in the film is courtesy of the Band of the  
Australian Military College. Photos from Mason Edwards. 

Stony Redcaps  
Stony Redcaps had to stop their regular Monday evening  

ces as soon as Lockdown was announced. At the e of 
wri g the guidelines do not allow us to restart, but we will as 
soon as we can. We quickly found Zoom and have been g
together every week online instead. We have decided to mark 
these strange mes with a new dance - a socially distanced 
Lockdown Dance. It's  a work in progress, but we hope to be 
able to perform it at an event in the future.  
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Celebrating Literature and The Arts 
Friends of Stony Stratford Library Update 

Due to the Covid restrictions the Friends of 
Stony Stratford Library (FOSSL) had to pause 
their programme of regular talks in March. 
However, taking advantage of available     
technology, on July 7th we were delighted to 
resume them using Zoom. The July talk was on 
the subject of ‘Chabrier - the forgotten      

composer’ delivered by Joe Laredo, a locally based writer. Over 
fifty FOSSL members joined the online talk and despite a few 
technical glitches it was received enthusiastically. 
 

We have therefore decided to go ahead with two further talks 
this Autumn. On September 30th, Rob Gifford will talk on 
‘Which side were you on at Marston Moor? A foray into the 
continued importance of the English Civil War’. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
And on November 18th, Monica Else will be talking on the  
subject of ‘What is Cancer?’ 
 

Details of how to access the link to each of these talks will be 
sent out to FOSSL members in due course, but anyone reading 
this article who is also interested should email:  
fosslmk@gmail.com and I will add you to our list. 
 

Should the restrictions be lifted further and it become safe to do 
so, then we will be able to return to delivering ‘live’ events,  
although that unfortunately seems a way off at the moment. 
However our talks will continue into the new year whether live 
or Zoom-based. As some of you know there are plans in         
progress to refurbish the library and change the layout. Should 
we be able to resume live talks then we shall be looking at     
alternative venues until our library is back in operation. 
 

We will be holding our AGM in November - date to be advised - 
also via Zoom. The purpose of FOSSL is to support the library 
and our lovely librarians, and to encourage the use of the library 
by residents of the wider Stony Stratford area. To that end we 
offer a programme of talks, events for children and families, 
support for reading schemes in local schools and other activities, 
plus fundraising to support projects. For that reason we need an 
active involved committee. The AGM is a chance for you to hear 
what has been happening in our support for the library and 
community over the past year. There will be a couple of  
vacancies coming up on the committee and we welcome anyone 
interested to come forward. If you would like any further  
information, please drop me a line on: fosslmk@gmail.com, I’d 
be very happy to talk to you. 
 

Stay safe 
Kathy Luff, FOSSL Secretary 

StonyWords 2021 
Despite everything, we are still planning for 
StonyWords 2021 which will take place  
between January 15 and 31. The annual  
pantomime, visiting authors, the election of the 
Town Bard and more. Keep the dates free and 

visit www.stonywords.org.uk from November onwards. 
 

Update from The Stony Stratford Theatre Society 
Over the last months we have not been idle. There are some 
great performances to watch on the Society's You Tube channel. 
A Much Abridged Much Ado About Nothing is now in rehearsal. 
Zoom allowed us some read throughs and the weather and a 
relaxation of restrictions enabled us to rehearse in the garden. 
The Playreaders' Group have also used Zoom to continue their 
work. So watch this space and the usual channels for details of 
outdoor and indoor performances in the Autumn. If you would 
like to know more or are interested in joining, please contact 
gifford11@btinternet.com.  
 

Stony Play Readers Go Online 
After our successful performance of ‘The Butcher and Mrs  
Bennet’ at Stony Words 2020 in January, Stony Play Readers 
were planning to repeat the play at Calverton Manor, where the 
murder portrayed in the play took place. Unfortunately, the 
pandemic put paid to our plans, at least for the time being.  
Instead the group decided to continue its monthly play readings 
via Zoom. So far we’ve read ‘Unseemly behaviour’ by one of the 
group’s members, Joe Laredo; an episode of the radio comedy 
‘Clare in the Community’; and Acts 1 and 2 of ‘Toad of Toad Hall’ 
by A.A.Milne. Our online experience has been better than  
expected, so we’ll be reading the rest of ‘Toad’ in early  
September and will continue Zooming until we can safely meet 
again in Stony Stratford Library. 
 

New members are welcome – if you are interested please email 
robin.roy5619@gmail.com.  
Robin Roy, SPR Co-ordinator 
 

Stony Stratford Art Society 
It has been a very difficult time for everybody, I hope you have 
been able to use the time constructively and enjoyed doing all 
those jobs in the garden and house that you hadn't got around 
to previously. As York House had closed with the lockdown our 
club has been unable to continue for the present. Some of our 
members have continued to paint and learn other crafts during 
this time. If possible our regular meetings will continue at York 
House on the 2nd and 4th Tuesday afternoon of each month 
from 1400 to 1600hrs. 
 

A number of events in and around Stony Stratford had to be 
cancelled which we usually attend as a club, showing our  
pictures and crafts. With the help of Odells the club has been 
able to continue exhibiting in Odells Yard on the 3rd Saturday of 
each month up to and including September. Sadly we had to 
cancel demonstrations from professional artists, hopefully we 
shall get the chance in the future to rearrange other bookings. 
We are now looking forward to supporting and participating in a 
wide range of local events as dates become available. Our 2021 
annual membership is £28, plus attendance fee of £1 each  
session. This is a friendly art club with lots of support for  
beginners and improvers in all mediums. Further information is 
available from the Secretary - telephone 01296 730196. 
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Junior Life 

Save Our Scout Hall! 

The 1st Stony Stratford Scout Hall has served the community for 
83 years but is now in a very poor state.  
• The roof has no insulation and is failing. Tiles would need   
replacing with timber repairs and insulation added. 
• The solid walls have no insulation and are suffering serious 
structural cracks. This is causing severe water penetration to the 
building. 
• Windows are in poor state of repair and are single glazed. 
• The building is therefore very costly to heat and run.  
• Access for people with special needs, toilets, kitchen, floors 
etc. are very poor. 
 

Costs to bring the present building to modern standards are 
estimated to be so large that we have concluded that the    
building must be demolished and replaced by a new modern 
building to carry on providing for scouting and the many other 
users that have come through the doors in the past 83 years. 
 

The cost of this project is estimated to be close to £500,000. 
The first stage has been to appoint professional architects to 
design the new building and apply for planning permission. This 
means we must commit £5000 from our funds to complete 
stage 1. 
 

We are reaching out to all our friends to help us cover this    
before we can strive to complete the dream of a new building 
for the future. 
 

Please would all our friends of the Group share our dream to all 
your contacts and make a donation if you can: 
http://www.gofundme.com/1st-stony-stratford-scout-group. 
We are in difficult times and hope Scouting and many other 
groups will be strong in the future. Thankyou. 
 

Alby Wilson and all at 1st Stony Stratford Scout Group 
  

An Update from Russell Street School 
At Russell Street School a warm and welcoming atmosphere is a 
key feature of our nursery. We are committed to providing a 
high level of care for our children, ensuring that they remain 
safe and happy and that their personal, social and emotional 
needs are met. 
  

Our school is at the heart of our community both locally and at a 
more international level. We use our town and locality as a  
resource in our learning and participate actively in community 
events. As a school we strongly believe that all children should 
be given the opportunity to learn about other countries and 
cultures. 
 

 From the start a ‘growth mindset’ is nurtured in our children  

helping them to develop self-
belief and a positive attitude to 
challenge. A commitment to 
outdoor education supports our 
drive to provide for the needs of 
all children. Through outdoor 
activities our children learn  
independence, self-motivation, 
communication and social skills.  
They learn about mathematics, 
science, humanities and  
technology in real, fun and  
exciting contexts.          
                     

At Russell Street School we  
believe that young children learn best through play and from 
first hand experiences. In order to meet the requirements of the 
Early Years’ Foundation Stage Curriculum, play opportunities 
and activities are carefully planned and structured to provide 
opportunities for learning that are meaningful and relevant to 
our children's experience, age and stage of development. Each 
Nursery session is carefully planned to give children the  
opportunity to take part in a range of play based activities which 
encourage the development of skills, knowledge and under-
standing in all the seven areas of learning; communication and 
language, physical development, personal, social and emotional 
development, literacy, maths, understanding the world and  
expressive arts and design. 
 

We currently have spaces for September 2020.  If you would like 
more information and/or an application form you can contact 
the school on office@russell-street-school.co.uk. 
 

Our adventures don’t stop because we are at home! 
Stony Stratford and Wolverton Girlguiding units have been very 

active whilst we have been in lock-
down! Although we have not been able 
to meet in person, Guides have held a 
virtual camp, having sing songs, playing 
games, quizzes, making crafts and 
cooking – online! For some, having the 

virtual online meetings mean that girls can see their friends and 
class mates who they haven’t seen for some time. Our Guides, 
Brownies and Rainbows are regularly contacted by leaders and 
have been completing a number of badges and challenges.   
Never let it be said ‘we have nothing to do’!! Our leaders and 
girls are certainly keeping the spirit of Girlguiding alive at this 
time.   
 

Our adventures didn’t stop because we 
were at home! We have lots of             
suggestions of things to do on our  
website – so do take a look - 
www.girlguiding.org.uk/what-we-do/ 
adventures-at-home. You don't need to 
be a member of Girlguiding to give them 
a try – they're here so all young people 
can have a bit of adventure at this tough 
time. 
 

We are looking forward to resuming face-to-face meetings, but 
only when it is safe. However, we are hoping to hold a ‘outdoor 
socially distanced’ meeting at some point over the summer – so 
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look out for us! In the meantime, our online membership  
services are still open, so if you would like to register your 
daughter at either Guides (age 10-14); Brownies (age 7-10) or 
Rainbows (age 5-7), or if you would like further information on 
each section, please go to www.girlguiding.org.uk/information-
for-parents/register-your-daughter/, alternatively please email 
your local District Commissioners at wolvertondc@outlook.com. 
 

Stony Story Quest 2020 
This event has been postponed until the Autumn due to the 
Covid Pandemic. However, by Lockdown, a Storytelling Area 
(funded by SSTC and made by Ian Freemantle) was already in 
situ at the site of the old Hayes Boatyard, promoting Andy, the 
Bard of Stony Stratford to write a poem about the event: 
 

One day this dystopia will end 
And stories will be told on these seats again 

The sound of tall tales will bounce between each tree. 
Good words and good songs from the folk of Stony. 

But while we knuckle down to our isolation 
And fear grips us all throughout our brave nation 

Let’s shout out our stories to the walls 
So when the sound of freedom calls. 

We return to the heart, to this special place 
And celebrate our town and not be scared to embrace. 

 

Despite this setback, the organisers were determined to bring 
an interim event to Stony's families, and so we had the Summer 
Mini-Quest!  
 

A treasure chest made by Nigel Piggot 
from MK Men in Sheds and children's 
book box were added alongside the 
Story-Telling area, and local people 
were invited to paint story stones to 
place around the site. Using social 
media as an interactive platform,  
families posted pictures of their 
stones to challenge Story-Questers to 
find them. Once found, the stones 
could be used, alongside any in the 
treasure chest, to inspire story telling.  
 

The organisers are determined that the full Stony Story Quest 
will take place: a free, fully inclusive event to inspire local  
families to be creative together. Keep abreast of information by 
liking the Stony Story Quest pages of Facebook and Instagram. 
 

Local Sporting Champion! 
 

Hi, I'm Faraz Abid age 21. I grew up in Milton Keynes and live in 
Stony Stratford. I started boxing at the age of 11. I began my 
amateur career at Milton Keynes Victors, gaining much-needed 
experience in my 7 years at the club. However, wanting to  
expand my boxing skills, I had to move and go to an elite level 
amateur boxing club. Therefore, I joined one of the most highly 
decorated boxing clubs in the UK, the Home of Champions, 
Hoddesdon Boxing Academy. In my 2 years at the club I have 
achieved many accolades consisting of:  
 

- 1 England National Elite title  
- 3 international gold medals  
- 1 International bronze medal  
- 12 international fights  
- 50 fights 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
My ambitions are very high and my desire is to become Milton 
Keynes’ first boxer to compete in the 2022 Commonwealth 
Games in the coming years. After that I will turn my attention to  
professional boxing and hope to become a unified World  
Champion; following in the footsteps of former Great Britain 
Olympic silver medalist and my hero Amir Khan.  

If anyone would like to be a part of my journey and sponsor me, 
that would be much appreciated. Please email me at  
Farazabid74@gmail.com for further enquires. 
Thank you, Faraz Abid 

Faraz pictured left 

Sporting Spotlight 
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Focus on Fullers Slade & Galley Hill 

Fullers Slade is beautiful in Autumn with mature trees taking 
over the landscape and contributing to a sense of wellbeing and 
connection with nature. Three new flower beds in the park, 
maintained by SSIB and FSRA garden club, gave an abundance of 
colour throughout the Summer and temporary distraction from 
serious things going on in the world and closer to home. 
 

Covid-19 brought out a community spirit in many residents.  
They are continuing to check on their neighbours, do their  
shopping etc. A whole team got together to make face masks 
and FSRA handed them out. Our Chair and Town Councillor, 
Bianca Bendig-Ceesay, has been working very hard promoting 
the food bank and distributing urgent supplies to families in 
need of the delicious donations. 
  

Alas not all is peace and harmony in Fullers Slade, with a wave 
of Anti-Social Behaviour (ASB) and increasing crime. FSRA sent a 
formal letter to MK Council and Thames Valley Police requesting 
greater action. The fear is that a downward spiral in ASB will 
ruin any chance of successful regeneration of the area. 
 

Regeneration is constantly in our minds with residents eager to 
hear more on the planning and designs. FSRA hope the  
Council's regeneration team will expand communication over 
the Autumn and Winter so progress can be made. 
 

It would be great if the fun of VE Day celebrations could be in 
Fullers Slade every day; many residents enjoyed their socially 
distanced street parties. Two pictures from Blackdown and  
Malvern Drive are shown here: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contact details: Fullers.Slade.RA@gmail.com. 

 

Galley Hill Residents Association 
 

Change of plan in EGGstreme times 
The Galley Hill Residents' Association had planned to hold their 
usual family friendly Easter egg hunt on the Saturday before 
Easter this year, with the usual craft activities and eggs for  
children. However, due to the Covid-19 virus problems that 

planned event obviously 
couldn’t go ahead. However, 
despite the fact the estate 
(like the rest of the country) 
was in lockdown the GHRA   
managed to distribute over 
120 Easter eggs to nearly  
every child under 12 around 
the estate with the help of the 
Court Reps and committee.  
A resident took time to share 
the joy with a picture of one 
happy recipient. 
 

Residents get help with getting on-line 
We have been living through strange times where most activity 
from working to shopping to 
seeing the family has for many 
moved online. Realising that 
there were a number of  
residents, without internet 
access and without family in 
the area, that would feel even 
more isolated and put at a  
disadvantage, the Galley Hill 
Residents Association looked 
into what they could do to help. 
 

The solution they came up with was to buy a small number of 
easy to use tablet devices and Wi-Fi sim cards with the aid of a 
grant from Milton Keynes Community Foundation to help those 
affected residents. This has enabled them to keep in touch with 
friends and family and enjoy the other benefits of internet    
access that most of the rest of us take for granted. 
 

Galley Hill Celebrates VE Day!  
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Spotlight on your Local Community Groups 
Wolverton & Stony Stratford Rotary Club 
The last few months have undoubtedly been exceptionally 
strange times for just about everyone, with so many plans and 
activities being cancelled or at best temporarily disrupted due to 
the lockdown and the serious health risks posed by the  
Coronavirus Pandemic. The Rotary Club of Wolverton & Stony 
Stratford has been no exception and, like many other clubs and 
organisations, has had to suspend its regular meetings at the 
Cock Hotel and look for ways to best continue functioning. In 
the main this has been achieved by a greater use of emails and 
by using one of the increasingly popular online video  
conferencing platforms to help members discuss plans, make 
decisions and generally keep in touch with each other. 
 

Obviously, Rotary’s ability to carry on with its traditional fund-
raising activities has also been severely curtailed. Early on in the 
pandemic, however, the club agreed to make donations of £250 
from its charitable funds to each of five local organisations to 
help them with their work, made even more important due to 
Coronavirus, namely ‘We Are Wolverton' (community support 
group), MK Food Bank, MK Act (Domestic Abuse Intervention 
Services), SERV (local Blood Bike services), and PACE (children's 
support charity). The club was also very pleased to support the 
Milton Keynes University Hospital Cancer Unit Appeal with an 
initial donation of £1,000, £650 of which had been allocated 
from the club’s Christmas collections at Sainsbury’s and  
nominated by the CMK store’s staff. A further £500 donation 
was also sent to the Cancer Centre Appeal.  
 

Due to the current crisis and the unprecedented demands being 
placed on NHS staff throughout the pandemic, members have 
also made personal donations totalling £500 to Milton Keynes 
Hospital Charity’s COVID-19 Appeal which is directly supporting 
the personal welfare and well-being of NHS staff. 

 

On a different note, July 1st always 
marks the beginning of the new 
Rotary year which starts with the 
outgoing President, in this case 
Marcus Rixon, formally handing 
over the chain of office to the  
incoming President at a special 
club meeting. But the pandemic 
has prevented this and so Stuart 
Clarke, our new President for 
2020/21 and his Vice President 

Alan Swann have effectively been virtually ‘zoomed’ in to start 
their year. 
 

When Rachael Wilson, one 
of our club members,  
decided to have a go at 
her own version of a  
sponsored ‘Ice Bucket 
Challenge’, she had set 
herself a target of raising 
£250 for charity, but little 
did she expect that 
through the generosity of 
friends, family, neighbours 
and fellow Rotarians to 
have tripled that figure. 
The day set for the soaking 

turned out to be very hot and sunny and attracted a group of 
socially distancing spectators, all there to cheer Rachael on. “It 
wasn’t as bad as I feared and was over so quickly, I just closed 
my eyes and held my breath! I am really pleased I did it and  
especially delighted to have raised £755 for charities supported 
by my Rotary club”, explained a very wet Rachael. 
 

Wolverton & Stony Stratford club joined forces with other clubs 
in the Rotary District 1260, which covers Herts, Beds and Bucks, 
to apply for a grant from Rotary International to support  
hospices throughout the district. On 16 July we joined with  
Rotary District Governor, Vijay Patel, and representatives from 4 
other local Rotary Clubs to present equipment worth £8,000 to 
our own local Willen Hospice. The amount raised was boosted 
by matched funding from the Rotary International Foundation 
and a donation from the Rotary Club of Bloomington, USA. A 
socially distanced presentation took place and a plaque handed 
over to hospice staff to commemorate the occasion. 

And finally, all the members at Rotary are looking forward very 
much to the time when we can safely meet together again  
under more normal circumstances and continue enjoying the 
friendship and common interest in serving communities,  
whether they be local, national or international, that is all part 
of being a Rotarian. To find out more about Rotary, visit our 
website - www.wolvertonandstonystratfordrotaryclub.co.uk - or 
find us on Facebook. 

 

Stony Stratford WI 
As with so many other organisations, our last 
two meetings were at the start of the year 
where, in February, our own member, Hazel, 

entertained us with her beautiful flower arrangements and 
Catherine Williscroft who had told us last year all about her life 
with the Police Mounted Branch, informed us, in March, about 
“What would happen if you were arrested”, two very different 
subjects, and, although we all hoped we would never need to 
know, we learned a lot about the procedures following a  
citizen's arrest. Since March we have been kept in touch, by 
email for those who have access to the internet, or by telephone 
calls from our President, Janet, and our Secretary, Sheila - many 
thanks to both of you. I'm sure those members who have been 
on their own at home have much appreciated a conversation 
with a friend, and even those at home with a husband or other 
family members will have enjoyed having a chat with someone 
outside the household. 
 

Some of the WIs in the County have managed to have Zoom 
meetings with their members although, we do not have enough 
members able to access this facility to make it practical. We  
received monthly newsletters from our County office, and our 
magazine, WI Life, which has kept us in touch with our National 
Headquarters. There have been a number of virtual events 
planned by the County Federation, see www.bucksfwi.org.uk, 
and our WI College, Denman, near Abingdon, has been offering  
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numerous online courses on a large variety of subjects, which 
are open for a small fee to all members and friends. 
 

Sadly this was to have been a very important year because 2020 
is the Centenary year of the Buckinghamshire Federation. We 
were to have had a very special Annual Meeting with Dame  
Esther Rantzen and Jay Blades from The Repair Shop as our main 
speakers. This would have been in May so had to be cancelled, 
but we have been lucky enough to be able to book the           
Waterside Theatre in Aylesbury for a late Centenary meeting in 
May 2021. However a Zoom presentation in June featured the 
Life and Legacy of Anne Frank and members have been invited 
to join virtual WI meetings and events all around the country. 
 

Some of our own members have made bags for scrubs for the 
NHS, together with headbands to make the wearing of masks 
more comfortable, some of us have made face masks for  
ourselves and friends and family. Hazel, our flower arranging 
member, has planted a garden beside the church to celebrate 
the Bucks Centenary 
with white, purple 
and green flowers, 
white for purity, 
purple for dignity 
and self respect and 
green for new life, 
hopeful thoughts 
for the future! Our  
gardeners have 
been growing  
vegetables in the 
York House garden, but, of course, with the Library closed, we 
have not been able to continue our Craft and Chat afternoons. 
 

Most of the Speakers booked for this year have agreed to join us 
during 2021 so we already have our programme planned, let's 
hope we shall be back to something like normal by then. I'm 
sure we shall all enjoy seeing one another again and talking face 
to face instead of just by email or telephone, but we must be 
thankful that we have had these facilities and that the weather 
in the first two months of the lockdown was so good, enabling 
us to garden, sit in the sunshine or, when it was too hot, to sit 
with our windows open in the shade.  
 

Contact Janet Baxter (01908 313677) or Gill Williams (01908 
563684) or e-mail Gill.williams@fsml.co.uk for further details.  
  

Stony Stratford Lions Club 
Stony Stratford Lions Club is continuing to be 
active in the local community and further afield 
raising funds and quietly helping people. The 
club has held business and social meetings via 
Zoom since the lockdown in March. Following 

the lifting of lockdown restrictions we are hoping to hold our 
September business meeting at the Abbey Hill Golf Centre. After 
that, all being well we hope to continue to meet at the Golf  
Centre on the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays of each month. If you 
know of people who need help, members of youth groups who 
wish to travel or for assistance with any other project, please  
contact our welfare Chairman Brian on 01908-564881. 
 

Congratulations to Lion Malcolm Pruskin who has taken up 
office as President in July for the 2020 / 2021 year.   
 

Although we have been in lockdown we have continued to  
support the community. In March we received a grant of £1,000 
from our Multiple District i.e. UK Headquarters to help youth in 

the community. We decided to support MK Act – Women’s  
Refuge with home schooling during the CoVID 19 crisis. We have 
been involved with the Refuge over several years helping with 
food, toys, and books.  
 

The immediate need was to purchase Tablets to enable the  
families who did not have access to such technical equipment 
keep up with their education. Knowing there were other 
families in the Refuge who had some access to technology, it was   
decided to use any balance of the grant to purchase educational 
and craft supplies to be distributed among all. Workbooks for 
English, Maths and Science for all Primary ages plus reading 
books were also needed. Having purchased the workbooks, we  
approached a local charity for a donation - The Ihezie  
Foundation who organise shipments of educational books to sub 
Sahara Africa. 
 

The very generous Ihezie Trustees gave us a selection of 210 
fiction reading books for all Primary ages. The value of this  
donation was more than £1000. The books, educational work-
books, Tablets and educational supplies were given to the  
Senior Children & Young Peoples Support Officer in April/May. 
We have since delivered three more Tablets. All the above will 
help the children who have been affected by domestic violence 
to continue with their education on a par with their school. 
 

Our Catering Van has been inspected by Milton Keynes Council 
and has been awarded 5 Stars – the highest level food hygiene 
certificate. As soon as events restart we will be available to 
serve burgers etc. 
 

We made donations to and supported the War Memorial  
Support Group to help celebrate the centenary of this local 
monument. The donations contributed to an excellent booklet 
and an additional panel to the information board. 
 

We have responded to the 
needs of our homeless and 
rough sleepers at this time of 
the year; three of our  
members are volunteers at a 
Winter Night Shelter. They 
also delivered a car-load of 
food to the MK Hub - this 
donation will help feed their 
clients over the next few 
weeks. The Club are also 
heavily involved with the 
“The Food Cupboard” with 
MK Lions, who supply, 
throughout the year, food to families with children nominated 
by Children’s Social Services. The Food Cupboard has delivered 
over 3,500 meals in the past month and 1,000 in the last week. 
 

Additionally, we have made a delivery of Message in a Bottle 
bottles to Stony Stratford Health Centre. These plastic bottles 
can be kept in the fridge and contain a vulnerable resident’s 
medical records for emergency services. We continue to  
contribute to the Lions’ rooms at the hospital, for cancer  
patients and their families to relax while receiving treatment. 
The club has made a donation to Supershoes, a Wolverton 
based charity which designs bespoke decorations on Converse 
trainers for youngsters suffering from cancer. Finally, Milton 
Keynes Lions Club has been awarded the Service Club of the 
Year Award for 2018 – 19. If you are interested in learning more 
about Lions or wish to join us please contact Lion David on 
01908-507509. 


